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EVENTS 

“We started to sign them in August”. 
 
Each of the 3,000 Dick Whittington Christmas Cards was 
inscribed 

From John and from Lesley 
 

John is the Lord Mayor of London: Lesley is the Lady 
Mayoress. 
 
When at our Banquet in January the Lord Mayor spoke, it 
was his sixth speech that day – with six more to come on 
the morrow.  The Lord Mayor has two speech writers.  At 
the beginning of his year of office, the Lord Mayor gave 
them two or three paragraphs he had written, plus a few 
jokes that he was happy with the speech writers.  It was 
then up to the speech writers to interleave appropriate 
phrases for Mayoral visits to China, Pakistan and then the 
Channel Islands 
 
I had been briefed abut the etiquette concerning our 
Banquet but not fully enough.  As we all sat looking at our 
smoked salmon starters, the Lord Mayor gently nudged my 
arm.  “We can’t start till you do, Master – but if you don’t 
like it just put your knife and fork on the plate – that’ll be 
enough”. 
 

 
 

 
In the days after the meal came the letters of thanks, each 
– I was told this was essential – to be handwritten and 
sealed in separate envelopes.  The Lord Mayor and the 
Lady Mayoress write separate letters.  They always clear 
the day’s backlog before they go to bed. 
 

______________________ 
 

 
The river Thames froze in 1564 – the Thames was wider 
then and somewhat cleaner.  Global warming had not 
been invented.  In that year, a Frost Fair was organised 
and an ox was roasted on the ice. 
 
I never knew that every December this event was 
commemorated.  At 11am on the 16th December 2006, 
Watermen’s Cutters, in full livery, rowed from London 
Bridge to Millennium Bridge where they tossed oars – 
whatever that means – and landed at Bankside Pier. 
 
The 16th December 2006 was cold and wet – suitable only 
for mad dogs and Englishmen.  I kept warm elsewhere. 

______________________ 
 
Last March 22 intrepid souls went on the Company’s visit 
to the Magic Circle. 
 
“For my next trick can I have a volunteer from the front 
row?....Thank you, Sir…..Now I want you to take this 
piece of paper and this envelope…..That’s fine…..Can 
you now recall the first animal you ever kept as a 
pet…..and its name. 
 
Can you now write that down on the paper…..fold it in 
half and seal it in the envelope…..I’ll now put the 
envelope on the table up here. 
 
Think hard, Sir, of the animal…..visualise it…..Yes, I feel 
pricks…..I sense the colour brown…..Brown 
pricks…..No, brown spikes.  You don’t say.  It wasn’t a 
hedgehog was it?..... It was….. 
 
Now his name…..I think it might have been something 
like Harry…..No, Henry.  I’ll now open your envelope 
just to check.  Yes, Henry the hedgehog: how nice!  
Thank you…..Thank you all so much. 
 
Now you, Sir perhaps you’d be good enough to take this 
piece of paper and this envelope…… 
 

_______________________ 
 

CLERK’S CONTACT DETAILS 

 
The educational objectives of the Company are 
administered by our Charitable Trust, and one of the 
Trust’s means of advancing education is through its 
Apprentice Scheme.  The purpose of this Scheme is to 
provide financial assistance and mentoring support to 
students engaged in learning the skills of an arbitrator, or 
the skills of other types of ADR practitioner.  The 
Scheme is intended for anyone below the grade of 
Chartered Arbitrator, who is attempting to attain that 
qualification, or something similar, and mentoring 
support, more so than financial assistance, is crucial to 
its successful operation.   
 
As many of you are already well aware, financial 
assistance for Apprentices is available in the form of 
grants and/or interest-free loans, depending on 
circumstances, for the purchase of reference books, 
contributions towards course fees and examination costs, 
and such other costs as are properly incurred in the 
student’s education.  This financial assistance is of 
course funded by you, the Freemen and Liverymen of 
the Company, through your regular and generous 
contributions to the Charitable Trust, for which the 
Trustees are extremely grateful.  However, not all 
applicants for Apprenticeship are in need of financial 
assistance, and those who are not generally apply simply 
for the mentoring support that the Scheme provides.   
 
Successful applicants for Apprenticeship are each 
assigned a Mentor, who assists the student to set and 
achieve his or her educational and career goals as a 
dispute resolver, and is available to offer more general 
support and advice on related matters if requested to do 
so.  It is of course up to the Apprentice to take the 
initiative in this relationship by seeking such guidance 
and advice as he or she may require from time to time, 
and by making quarterly reports of progress.  Thus the 
Mentor’s role is largely in response the particular 
Student’s need.  It is however important that the 
Mentor’s field of expertise and experience should be as 
close as possible to the Apprentice’s field of study and 
proposed career path, and achieving an appropriate 
match can at times be difficult.  This has highlighted our 
current need to widen the range of expertise within our 
existing pool of Mentors, and also increase the number 
of Members willing to act as Mentors to cater for a 
growing list of applicants for Apprenticeship, which is 
where you, the Members, come in. 
 

CALL FOR MENTORS 

 
We urgently need to identify experienced arbitrators, 
adjudicators and/or mediators from within the Company, 
whether practicing or retired, who are willing to act as 
Mentors on a pro-bono basis to assist and encourage our 
prospective Students.  Mentoring fulfils one of the primary 
objectives of the Company, which is the sharing of 
information on arbitration and related forms of dispute 
resolution.  So if the thought of giving a Student benefit of 
your arbitral and/or mediation skills and experience appeals 
to you, and if you would be willing to participate in this 
worthwhile and rewarding activity, I should be delighted to 
hear from you, either directly at derek@layngross.com, or 
via the Clerk. 

Assistant Derek Ross 
Chairman of Students

11 July Court Meeting and Annual Service 
at St Mary-le-Bow and Supper at 
Painter’s Hall 

 
12 July King's College Annual Conference 

and SCL Junior Boat Trip. The 
Conference takes place in the 
afternoon, followed by drinks. Those 
that wish to attend the Boat Trip can 
leave the drinks and take a five 
minute walk to Temple Pier in order 
to catch the boat.  

 
27 September  Recruitment evening at International 

Dispute Resolution Centre, Fleet 
Street, EC4 

 
1 October Election of Lord Mayor at Guildhall 
 
31 October Court Meeting, Common Hall & 

Installation Dinner at Tallow 
Chandlers’ Hall 

“Noggin & Natter” Dates 

The first Tuesday of October and December, namely 2 
October – 4 December, 5.30pm at ‘Truckles’  



 
         
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
The Dinner in York was a great success.  The RH The Lord 
Mayor of York was our guest.  She ranks No. 2 in the pecking 
order of Lord Mayors in the land, with only London to be 
bowed to. 
 
As our guest had always been an Independent on the York 
Council I felt it safe during the Dinner to bemoan the Tory 
capture of the Winchester City Council – leading, as it has, to 
cuts in the grants to the Theatre Royal and to Meals on 
Wheels and to the selling off of historic properties. 
 
The Mayor was not surprised.  York is ruled by Labour.  They 
were doing exactly the same in York. 
 
  Plus la difference, plus c’est la meme chose. 

 
E-mail Status – urgent 
 
Would I like to contribute to the cost of sending to Windsor 
Castle a special birthday card for HRH?  She’s 81. Refusal 
makes one feel such a republican cad. 
 

___________________________ 
 
 
 

Thank you for electing me for this year.  Often it’s very time-
consuming, but its fun. 
 

Donald Valentine 
The Master 

 
 

The main banqueting hall at Mansion House  

THE MASTER’S LETTER (CONTINUED) THE YEOMAN OF THE COMPANY 

The Company is launching its Yeoman Scheme this year to 
encourage students of arbitration and related subjects and 
other individuals to learn more about the Worshipful 
Company of Arbitrators.  The scheme invites members to 
nominate individuals to join the Company for the limited 3 
year period to learn about the Company from the inside. 
 
We are delighted to invite you to send nominations to 
Assistant K Linnell at Brick Kiln Cottage, Avenue Road, 
Herriard, Hampshire RG25 2PR to enlarge the membership 
of the Company and encourage others to take part in its 
worthy activities.  There have been suggestions that if we 
could muster sufficient Yeomen we could take part in some 
sponsored fund raising events.  Do you have any ideas?  If so 
please send them as well to Kay. 
 

 
The Master presenting Richard Kocher with his 
certificate for the best essay prize at Greenwich 
University 

The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants have 
always encouraged a wider membership of the Company 
than those in London and its immediate area.  
 
This has resulted in a considerable body of Liverymen 
and Freemen who are not able to attend the Company’s 
functions on a regular basis, if at all, for geographical 
reasons. 
 
There are two main ways in which this problem could be 
addressed. The first would be to provide some means 
whereby on any occasion a member has travelled to 
London, arrangements can be made to meet other 
members of the Company. The second would be for an 
active liaison between members in a particular 
geographical locality. 
 
At this time it is the first of these possibilities that is 
being investigated. One suggestion has been that 
arrangements could be made at relatively short notice for 
an informal event along the lines of the recent “Noggin 
and Natters”. Another has been that it might be possible 
for members of the Company who are also members of 
other Livery Companies to invite, on suitable terms, 
those visiting London to the functions of other Livery 
Companies. 
 
Please contact Chris Dancaster on 
christopher@dancaster.org with any comments, 
suggestions or expressions of interest. 
 

2 7 

 
 
The Master, the Senior Warden and the Junior 
Warden and his wife, Jenny preparing to greet guests 
 

 
 

The Lord Mayor entering the banqueting hall 
 

 
 

The Right Honourable Sir Anthony Evans entering the 
banqueting hall 

THE BANQUET – MANSION HOUSE THE COMPANY SEEKS WAYS OF 
ENCOURAGING INVOLVEMENT OF ITS 

WIDER MEMBERSHIP 

THE LONDON TRIATHLON 

Artists are invited to submit up to two original and 
recent non-sculptural works carried out in the last three 
years. Entries may be handed in to the FBA, 17 Carlton 
House Terrace, London SW1Y 5BQ on September 2 & 
3 between 10am and 5pm. A first prize of £15,000 and 
an engraved gold medal will be awarded, along with five 
runner up prizes of £1,000 each and a young artist award 
of £2,500. Approximately 70 – 80 works will be selected 
to form an exhibition at Painter’s Hall from 21 
November to 1 December 2007. To receive an 
application pack for the 2007 competition, please 
send an SAE to Lynn Painter-Stainers Prize PO Box 
279, Esher, Surrey KT10 8YZ or visit www.painter-
stainer.org  

LYNN PAINTER-STAINERS PRIZE 

Assistant Matt Molloy is competing in this year’s 
London Triathlon on 5 August 2007, which consists 
of a 1500m swim in the London Docks, followed by a 
40KM bike ride and a 10KM run. Matt is 
participating in aid of three charities: The Company’s 
Charitable Trust, the Worshipful Company of 
Surveyors’ Charitable Trust and WellChild. If you 
would like to sponsor him then please contact him on 
matt.molloy@mcms.co.uk for further details or with 
your pledge. 
 






