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EVENTS 

I am writing this message on the weekend after the Annual Livery 
Banquet at Mansion House – and what a splendid, friendly 
evening it turned out to be. We had had a larger number of 
applicants for the occasion than at any time in the last five years, 
but I was fearful that we would have a large number of “no shows” 
on the night, simply because of the snowy weather conditions 
which had taken hold a few days beforehand. An added problem 
was that traffic around the Mansion House was snarled up because 
of the fire earlier in the day at the College of Arms.  By all 
accounts those who made the effort to come thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and were bowled over by the stunning performance of 
our principal guest, Sir Rupert Jackson, who spoke without notes 
for fifteen minutes plus in a highly entertaining way. 
 
The Wardens and I were able to show off our new Livery gowns at 
the Annual Livery Banquet. The previous ones had served the 
Company well for twenty-five years but were showing signs of 
wear and really suffered in the rain during the Lord Mayor’s Show 
last November. The new gowns are made of similar material to the 
old ones, with a striking red stripe to distinguish them. Red 
features strongly in the Company’s coat of arms – it is, of course, 
the colour of the City – and its introduction was strongly favoured 
by members of the Court. The old gowns will remain available for 
use on “wet weather” occasions. 
 
I hope that the bad weather which has been encountered on two of 
the big  Company occasions this year will not feature when the 
Senior Warden and I go for a couple of days to sea with H M S 
Mersey  at the end of May!  The only time when I have ever felt 
seasick was in the Bay of Biscay – and guess where Al Wilson, the 
Commanding Officer, may be taking us!  We have tabled a 
memorandum of understanding between the Company and H M S 
Mersey and this is being considered at the present time by the 
Commanding Officer, who has very kindly invited Jenny and me 
to join him and the past Commanding Officers for dinner on board 
ship in Portsmouth at the beginning of May. Unfortunately, Al 
Wilson leaves the ship this summer –Commanding Officers tend 
to move on after 18/24 months. He has made his mark with those 
of us who have met him. 
 
I have received many invitations to attend events organised by 
other Livery Companies - dinners, lectures, concerts, exhibitions 
and church services all feature. Jenny and I have also received 
invitations to the Annual Bridewell Service of St King Edward’s 
School, Witley, the Guildhall School of Music and Drama and 
Bart’s. I have been invited to lunch with the judges at the Old 
Bailey. What has been particularly striking has been the 
friendliness shown to us as we represent the Company. 
 
The Junior Warden has written elsewhere in this newsletter about 
the Lord Mayor’s Financial Literacy Initiative campaign. I do hope 
that members of the Company will be able to support this. I shall 
be attending a lunch in March to gain a greater understanding of 
how we might do so. We are told that no particular experience is 
necessary, just a lot of enthusiasm! If you are unable to assist, then 
perhaps you know someone who might be interested in doing so. If 
so, please contact Kay Linnell. 

CLERK’S CONTACT DETAILS 

Friday 3rd April 2009 Court meeting and Spring Livery Lunch at Armourer’s Hall 
Sunday 19th April 2009  Family Day at Chatham Dockyard 
Tuesday 12th May 2009 Italian Supper Evening at La Cucina in Cowcross Street 
Tuesday 2nd June 2009 Concert at St. Mary le Bow 
Thursday 18th June 2009 Visit to Tower of London 
Wednesday 24th June 2009 Election of Sheriffs at Guildhall 
Thursday 9th July 2009 Court Meeting and Annual Service followed by supper 
September (tba) 2009 Mansion House Art Collection 
Tuesday 29th September 2009 Election of Lord Mayor at Guildhall 
Friday 2nd – Sunday 4th October 2009  Berlin Weekend 
 

I hope, too, that you will support the Lord Mayor’s chosen 
charities this year – the St John Ambulance and the Lord’s 
Taverners.  Both involve heavily people under the age of 24 
and are thoroughly good causes. 
 
Liveryman John Tackaberry QC spoke at the Court Lunch at 
the end of January on the subject of construction arbitration. 
He was (as one would expect) both informative and 
entertaining. A copy of his talk is to be found on the website. 
As I write, we look forward to the Master’s Lecture on 12 
March 2009 which is to be given by Professor Phillip 
Capper, a solicitor, international arbitrator, Nash Professor of 
Engineering Law at King’s College and  another highly 
regarded speaker 
 
Events this year have been well supported and I hope that 
continues to be the case. We have a wide-ranging programme 
which includes the Spring Livery Lunch on Friday 3 April, a 
family day at Chatham on Sunday, 19 April, an Italian 
Supper evening (involving a demonstration of Italian cooking 
and singing) at a well-regarded restaurant in the City on 
Thursday 14 May and a visit to the Tower of London 
(culminating in attendance at the Ceremony of the Keys) on 
Thursday 18 June. In addition we have another  charity 
concert at St May-le-Bow Church  on 2 June 2009 which I 
am sure will be just as uplifting as the one which we had last 
summer. Please put these dates in your diary now! Please 
also let me know if you are interested in coming to Berlin on 
the Livery Weekend (2-4 October) as soon as you can. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish you and your families well. 
 
John Rushton 
Master 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

Please email Gaye Duffy (clerk@arbitratorscompany.org) with your suggestions for a caption for the above photo 
of Gaye Duffy and the Reverend George R Bush. At the Mansion House Banquet. The best suggestion will win a 
bottle of champagne from the Master! 

In alternate months the Company holds an informal get together at Truckles wine bar in Pied Bull Yard, just off 
Bloomsbury Square. This year’s dates are January 13th, March 10th, July 14th , September 8th and November 10th. The 
evenings commence at 5.30pm and provide an opportunity for members and their guests to meet in relaxed 
surroundings and all are welcome.  
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CHARITABLE TRUST NEWS 

Having recently taken over as Chairman of the Company’s Charitable Trust, I can now fully appreciate the hard work over 
the years put in by our Master, when he was Chairman. I thought it would be helpful to give some insight into the work 
that the Trust does.  
 
Over the last year we have continued to support a student in the sixth form at King Edwards School, Witley (a school 
supported by the City). We were delighted when we heard that the student had been made head boy. We also support with 
prizes the City of London School, the City of London Law School, and Kings College. Our support over the years has also 
been directed to the Guildhall School of Music, and this year is no exception, and I hope the person we are supporting will 
be performing in our charity concert on 2nd June 2009. Recently we have given grants to the College of Law to support 
their team partaking in the 2009 International Commercial Arbitration Moot Competition. The grant will help defray some 
of their travel costs abroad.  
 
We also supported ‘Centre for the Cell’, and innovative educational project for children and young people based in East 
London. If any members of the Company feel strongly that we should be supporting particular worthwhile causes, do 
contact Trustee Robert Crease who initially considers all grant applications.  
 
The Trustees also run an apprentice scheme, and I am grateful to Trustee and Assistant Philip Fidler who coordinates all 
our efforts with apprentices.  
 
Finally, I am delighted that in the last few months we have received several donations, including an anonymous donation 
of £1,500. This donation had a condition that £500 of it should go to The Lord Mayor’s Appeal, which we readily 
accepted. This money was added to the Company’s donation that was presented to the Lord Mayor at our recent banquet.  
 
All donations are welcome and allow us to benefit more worthy causes at this difficult economic time.  
 
Michael Goodridge 
Chairman of Trustees  

The Lord Mayor of London, Ian Luder, a Chartered Tax Advisor said "It is important that we try and help people 
understand their finances in the widest possible sense and very often break the cycle of deprivation that carries on from 
one generation to another." The City Corporation has agreed funding to help the 108 City Livery Companies participate in 
financial literacy programmes in schools, tapping into the reserve among the 41,000 members and enhancing the role of 
the Livery Schools Link. 
 
The purpose of the Lord Mayor's financial literacy initiative 2008-2009 is to stimulate volunteering in financial literacy 
and enterprise by members of Livery Companies in schools in London(and around the country) by promoting financial 
literacy through the Lord Mayor's speeches AND raising the profile by providing volunteers for sessions in schools run 
through the local EBPs (Education Business Partnerships ) and possibly a London based programme for NEETS ( young 
people not in employment, education or training). 
 
Hannah Yang-Lehman is a part-time co-ordinator based at the Mercers Company to deal the Lord Mayor's Financial 
Literacy Initiative 2008-2009. Hannah has approached 2 of the 33 London Boroughs - Tower Hamlets and Hackney to 
start the scheme off. 
 
Tower Hamlets are running pilot projects with 1 Junior school using 1 day each term of named volunteers (3 days pa) to 
talk about "The Workplace" and 1 Secondary school with the same type of volunteers but at a higher level. 
 
Hackney are running a "workweek" for years 1-6 involving 22 schools at both primary and secondary levels and 15-20 
volunteers who are giving time ranging from 1 hour (to give a talk) or half a day (to take part as a Dragons Den style panel 
to evaluate project submissions). The week comprises different "activity" days and might include outings to a workplace. 
 
It has been suggested that once the scheme progresses the Company might be able to co-ordinate or offer short work 
experience or even a planned series of trips with for the more senior students to encompass a Private Bank, a Stockbrokers 
Dealing Room, an Insolvency Practitioner and a visit to the Bankruptcy BERR Official Receiver. It might be possible to 
add the Bank of England or a good litigation lawyer on economic crime or a visit to the SFO or FSA. These things are for 
the future as the scheme develops but the Junior Warden would be most interested to receive offers of help and 
suggestions. 
 
The strength of our Company comes from the diversity of our members and the Junior Warden reminds us all that the 
beauty of volunteering time is that it doesn't cost much and it bewitches future generations!! Do you have any ideas of 
names you might suggest as the Company’s volunteers – at the time of going to press we already have put one name 
forward to Hannah. Can you help? 
 
Kay Linnell 
Junior Warden 

HMS MERSEY 

THE LORD MAYOR’S FINANCIAL LITERACY CAMPAIGN  

Last year the then Second Sea Lord, Vice Admiral Sir Adrian Johns, granted the Worshipful Company an affiliation 
with the Royal Navy warship, HMS Mersey.  She is a fishery protection ship operating in UK coastal waters.  Her 
current Commanding Officer is Lieutenant Commander Al Wilson Royal Navy. The Company was delighted to 
entertain him and his wife, Lucy, at the last Installation Dinner.  The ship has a larger complement than normal in order 
that she can be kept almost permanently on patrol.  When the Commanding Officer is unavailable the Executive Officer 
assumes command.  The Company hopes that HMS Mersey may be able to provide a Royal Naval guard for some 
Company occasions in the future.  The Court and the Commanding Officer are presently agreeing a Memorandum of 
Understanding, which will formalize the parties’ relationship. 
 
HMS Mersey’s patrols often involve resolving disputes, whether by a cheery hail and a message of correction or a fully 
armed smaller vessel, launched from the ship, to arrest the miscreants.  It can be said that she is at the cutting edge of 
dispute resolution in the coastal waters of the United Kingdom. The Worshipful Master and Senior Warden are hoping 
to take passage in the ship later in the summer.   
 
In September HMS Mersey will be berthed in the Docklands of the Port of London for an international equipment 
exhibition where it is hoped that she will be flying the company’s flag during her duties.  A reception on board for 
Company members during this ship visit is at the planning stage.     
 
Jonathan Wyatt 
Liaison Officer for the Court  

BANQUET 

The splendid surroundings of the Egyptian Hall at the Mansion House in London were once again the venue for the 
Worshipful Company of Arbitrators’ Banquet. 
 
Despite difficult snowy weather conditions almost 200 members and their guests were present and the Company was 
honoured by the presence of the Rt Hon the Lord Mayor of London who was accompanied by the Lady Mayoress and 
Sheriff George Gillon and his consort. 
 
Chaplain George Bush had as usual prepared a special rhyming grace before we tucked into smoked wedgemore, 
tomato and apple galette (which was accompanied by Saam Mountain Chenin Blanc 2007). This was followed by a 
beef dish with bubble and squeak, leading one guest with a mischievous sense of humour to comment how 
appropriate a dish it was for those associated with arbitration! It was washed down with Chateau St Quentin 2007. 
The dessert was a nectarine tatin with rosemary ice cream. Port and brandy were also on offer.  
 
The Militaire Orchestra performed before and during the meal culminating in one of the highlights of the evening, the 
performance of the post horn gallop by the trumpeters who took positions at each end of the high level gallery. 
 
After speeches by the Master, during which he specially mentioned Joyce Smith, widow of Past Master Douglas 
Smith (his sponsor in the Company) who had made a difficult and lengthy journey to be present, the Lord Mayor and 
the Senior Warden, the Rt Hon Lord Justice Jackson responded to the toast to the guests with a most entertaining and 
seemingly effortless and unscripted contribution. 
 
The evening was successfully rounded off by the Master inviting everyone to join him in a stirrup cup. 
 
Christopher Dancaster  
Senior Warden 
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BANQUET MANSION HOUSE TASTING 

Jenny and I have attended most of the Annual Livery Banquets in recent years but never given much thought to how the 
fare before us came to be selected. We shall view such occasions in a different light in the future after our visit to Mansion 
House on 15 December. 
 
Gaye provided me in October with some sample menus with which she had been provided by Searcy’s, the Mansion 
House caterers, for our Annual livery Banquet the following February. When I commented that we were spoilt for choice 
she mentioned that we could attend a tasting at Mansion House. Game for anything we said “yes”. We were asked to 
select two starters, two main courses and two desserts.  We were not sure whether we wanted a savoury course but were 
allowed to choose two from the selection of six before us. We were also given two dates when the tasting could take place. 
We selected Monday 15 December. Gaye was due to join us for the tasting but had fallen ill at and was unable to do so. So 
Jenny and I turned up at the Mansion House at 12.30, to be by the Salon on the first floor. The table, which was big 
enough to accommodate thirty-six, had been laid up for three – Jenny and I opposite one another at one end, with Brendan 
between us. (At one stage I had thought that the tasting would involve not just the Arbitrators Company but several others 
too (and that I would be able to see what we might be missing from the selections made by others). In fact they are 
conducted on a one-to-one basis, and on a day when there was no other function to distract the chefs). 
 
We were offered something suitably sparkling before getting down to the tasting. Contrary to what I had expected, we 
were presented with two different dishes for each course, each presented in the way proposed for the Banquet itself. It was 
not just a small sample of each item chosen. Gaye had made it very clear that we should choose one white and one red 
wine, but somehow the instructions to Mansion House had got somewhat muddled in their transmission. As Brendan was 
not entirely clear what wine we wanted to drink, two whites and two reds were duly presented to us. To avoid any further 
mix-up in the instructions the bottle of one white and one red was marked with an orange sticker, with two of the wine 
glasses being similarly colour-coded. 
 
Jenny and I rarely have more than a sandwich at lunchtime. The presentation of two four course meals – yes, the savouries 
must not be forgiven– was therefore quite a challenge which we managed somehow to meet. Indeed Brendan said that he 
found us admirably decisive! (We had visions of many Masters and their partners enjoying their tasting so much that they 
were simply unable to make any selection at all during the course of their visit. For the record we concluded ours by 2.15). 
 
Brendan left us to make up our minds what we wanted but the odd hint was dropped. One of the starters was his personal 
favourite; one beef dish had a particularly pleasing taste and tenderness as a result of five and hours of careful braising; 
and chocolate fondant would perhaps be a little heavy after what had gone before. And the savouries? Well, the take-up 
these days was about 30% as most people liked to have time to mingle with one another after the speeches in the Salon 
over a stirrup cup. (Gaye had told us that we could have a savoury or a stirrup cup, but not both). 
 
We were asked whether the selected dishes had been laid out as we would have wished. I suggested that the rosemary ice 
cream on the tatin might not melt so quickly if it was placed alongside the nectarine slices rather than on top of them, 
whereupon Brendan made an appropriate note in his book. 
 
I remembered to ask about the dinners which we had not chosen and whether he thought the meal which we had selected 
was a popular and well-balanced one. He reassured us on every count. And what about the Lord Mayor and his wife? 
After all the Company was entertaining them to dinner, albeit in their own dining room? We were told not to worry about 
their needs as they would be catered for separately. As they eat over 400 public meals in the course of their year in office I 
suppose that I should not have been surprised at this response. 
 
By the time you read this article the Annual Livery Banquet will have been and gone. We hope that you enjoyed what you 
ate and drank and did not miss the savoury. For my part I probably drank more at the tasting than I did at the Banquet, as I 
did not have to propose the Civic Toast in front of Brendan – although my intake was severely curtailed by the thought 
that I had to read the well known (and difficult) passage from St John’s Gospel later that day at the Company’s Carol 
Service. 
 
Brendan told us that he had another tasting two days later. For him they must be somewhat tedious, although he was far 
too polite to give any suggestion that ours was. For Jenny and me it was great fun and very useful – although we missed 
Gaye’s company. 
 
John Rushton 
Master 
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VISIT TO WOOD STREET POLICE STATION 

‘I am visiting a police station this evening’, I said to a friend. ‘Surrendering to bail, are we?’ came the response. ‘No’, I said, 
‘just looking round’. ‘Well’, my friend continued, ‘You could stay at home and watch some paint dry’.  
 
Ah! My friend missed a treat. Wood Street Police Station has a WOW factor. Some 30 of the Company went along.  It is the 
headquarters of the City of London Police. My first surprise was to find the police housed in a listed building built in 1964 (an 
era not conspicuous for good architecture) built around an internal courtyard, just like the Romans did 2000 years ago in 
Londinium.  
 
My second surprise was the stabling quarters of the City of London Mounted Police. They have a cadre of 10 large handsome 
horses who are bought in as country dwellers and then trained for the delights of city life such as street patrolling, 
demonstrations, gun salutes, and control of football crowds. The horses have a country retreat in Bushey Park which they visit 
regularly. On the wall is their Roll of Honour; some 73 horses since 1946.  
 
Our next stop was the Museum with a fascinating collection of police memorabilia: equipment, uniforms, newspaper cuttings, 
forged bank notes and pictures of the police as Gold Medallists in the 1908 Olympic Games. The sport? Tug-of-war of course. 
What else? Big burly men. The curator said that up to 1986 the average height of the City police was 6 feet 2 inches; thereafter it 
was illegal to insist on a height qualification, so I’d be okay then? The curator added that they currently have a woman police 
officer of 4 feet 11 inches and woe betide anyone who messes around with her. At this point you could make a copy of your own 
fingerprint if you felt that way inclined. 
 
Our next port of call was to see the Road Police in their underground garage. They had a dazzling array of vehicles and roadside 
equipment. In my book the star was the Yamaha 1300 cc motorcycle costing a cool £12,000 with a top speed of 160mph 
(presumably they take the bike to Bushey Park to put it through its paces). Finally, we came to the dog handlers and were shown 
three dogs, two sniffer spaniels and a person-handling German Shepherd dog. The handlers take their dog, or their two dogs, 
home with them when they go off duty. The brown-and-white spaniel was trained to detect explosives and we were given a 
demonstration amongst the vehicles. A decoy rag had been placed randomly inside a vehicle and 

ADMISSIONS  THE WORLD’S ORIGINAL MARMALADE FESTIVAL 

Members of the Company may have been surprised to see a familiar face in the Times on Saturday 14th March 2009. 
Our very own Company Chaplain, the Reverend George R Bush, has been filling his time between his Company 
duties at St Mary le Bow by judging “The World’s Original Marmalade Festival”.  Here he is pictured with his fellow 
judges (photograph courtesy of The World’s Original Marmalade Festival website, www.marmaladefestival.com) 
and with a jar of the fine produce in question (from the Times’ article).  
 

Dominic Paul Spencer Underhill – A Solicitor. He regularly sits as 
an arbitrator in domestic and international arbitrations. The legal 
assessor to the Disciplinary Tribunal of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants and Legal Advisor to the Disciplinary Tribunal of the 
Actuarial Profession in England and Wales. A Fellow of the CIArb 
and Society for Advanced Legal Studies.  

Tony Ensom is a building surveyor by profession. He has taken a keen interest in dispute 
resolution matters at the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors over the years and followed 
the Senior Warden as Chairman of Construction Arbrix, which has around 140 members who 
get together twice a year to discuss industry issues. 
 

Peter John English - A Quantity Surveyor and 
Arbitrator. He is also a member of the Association of 
Project Safety, Society of Construction Law, 
Adjudication Society and the Chartered Institute. the dog came to the right one, sniffed and instantly froze. The reward? The handler took out a 

tennis ball from his pocket for the dog to play with and the spaniel was as happy as a sand boy. 
The brown spaniel was trained to detect drugs, cash and spent ammunition, an eclectic 
combination you may think. The cash had to be £5,000 or more, said the handler, so my wallet 
was safe. Or was he pulling our legs? Sadly we couldn’t visit the cells on ‘health and safety 
grounds’. Anyway, the days are gone when you could visit institutions such as Bedlam and gawp 
at the inmates. So it all came to an end, a very enjoyable and instructive visit. 
 
David Ashton 

Mark Hoyle is a barrister and Visiting Professor at the School of Law at Leeds University, 
besides being an Immigration Judge and a Committee member of the London Branch of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. 

Mr Tony Ensom and Dr Mark Hoyle will be joining the Court as Assistants in April. 

We are sure that each of them will make a valuable contribution to the running of the Company and look forward to 
receiving their wise counsel. 




